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UNEMPLOYMENT THEN AND NOW 
NOT COMPARABLE
MISSOULA—
Montana's bout with unemployment over the past year has led to comparisons 
between current conditions and those of the Great Depression But results 
from a recent public opinion poll indicate such comparisions may not be 
accurate.
The Montana Poll, cosponsored by the University of Montana Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research and the Great Falls Tribune, surveyed Montanans 
in March regarding their employment status for the previous 12 months.
One Montanan in five and one out of four Montana households were hit 
by unemployment or layoff at some time between March 1982 and March 1983, 
according to poll results.
But bureau analysts point out several differences between the state's 
current unemployment problems and those of the 1930s.
Unemployment in Montana has not approached the very high levels of the 
1930s, and it has usually been of shorter duration. Today's more adequate 
unemployment insurance programs also help minimize the effects of unemployment 
on Montanans.
Poll results also show that although a quarter of Montana's 284,000 
households were hit by unemployment or a temporary layoff at some time in the 
past year, many of these unemployed Montanans were from households with a 
second wage earner. These two-earner households were very rare in the 1930s,
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